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Letter from the Head 
 
Dear Friends of Moorlands  
 
As anyone who came along will testify, the Moorlands School Association (MSA) Christmas Fair 
last Saturday was a huge success, and it was wonderful to see so many current and former 
families there. Rasta Santa worked his magic, the stalls were popular as ever and the food 
(provided by the catering team from Wilson Vale) proved a big hit. A huge thank you to the MSA 
Team and willing volunteers for their hard work over the past few weeks and on the day.   
 
The Fair heralded the start of a whole range of seasonal activities taking place over the next 
weeks. Rev. Drost, Woodhouse Grove School Chaplain, came over on Monday to do his final 
assembly of the term, reminding us of the season of Advent, the importance of preparation and  
the Christmas story.  We also had a premier performance from our LAMDA club, newly formed 
by Mrs Doherty in September, and who will shortly be taking their first exam.  

 
School was extremely quiet on Thursday morning . . . when KS2 headed 
off to Planet Ice for a session honing their skating skills, and you can 
see by the smiles in the photos, later in the newsletter, that this was a 
great success! At the same time, Reception and KS1 made their way to 
the Harrogate Theatre for what - everyone agreed - was an amazing 
pantomime performance of Dick Whittington! 
 

Unfortunately I won’t be in school on Monday, so took the opportunity today to go along for the 
final rehearsal session of the Year 6 Britpop bands and they were amazing! Lyrics have been 
written, chord sequences agreed, new instruments tried out and some very powerful messages 
conveyed. These songs are the culmination of a great deal of independent learning and hard 
work for the class so, if you are able, please join the school on Monday morning at 9.00am in the 
gym to hear the final performances.   
 
We hope that many of you are going to come along on Tuesday evening at 7.00pm as well for the 
KS2 Christmas Concert.  We have an incredibly vibrant music department at Moorlands and the 
concert is an opportunity to enjoy just a snapshot of what takes place on a day-to-day basis.  As 
well as the choirs and orchestra,  many of KS2 are also involved in instrumental ensembles, an 
which are a great opportunity for pupils to enjoy making music together.   
 
The Year 6 interview on Tuesday lived up to my expectations and I spent a most enjoyable day 
hearing them speak about their experiences,  challenges, interests and hopes for the future.  
 
Enjoy the weekend! 
 
Jacky Atkinson 



 

 
KS2 Ice Skating 

Reception and KS1 Pantomime 
Reception class enjoyed their first Christmas pantomime, going to the Harrogate Theatre 
with KS1 to see Dick Whittington. It was wonderful morning filled with laughter and lots of 
heckling! On Friday morning, they walked into a winter wonderland, as the Reception class-
room had been transformed into a winter village complete with houses, each house con-
taining advent treats! They then continued their morning by making Christmas salt dough 
decorations with their buddies, an annual activity that never fails to bring the Christmas 
spirit to Moorlands!   



 

News from Sports 
 

On Friday 24th of November, Moorlands school rugby team travelled to Knaresborough, for 
a rugby tournament, to end the season 
Our first match was against Brackenfield school. Moorlands got off to a great start, by scor-
ing twice in the opening few minutes. Moorlands then went on to score five more tries and 
conceded just one, with Seb and Will S amongst the scorers. The final score was 7-1 to 
Moorlands. 
Moorlands’ next match was against Silcoates. This was a tough game. We conceded two 
tries early on, and almost a third. However, Moorlands came back and made the score level 
at 2-2. Silcoates’ winger was too fast for our defence; despite some great effort from Jason, 
Silcoates managed to score a third try. Moorlands didn't give up, and in the final minute, 
we had a try disallowed. The end score was 3-2 in Silcoates favour. 
Our penultimate match was against Moorlands’ rivals, Richmond House. This was by far our 
biggest match yet. It was a very even game, with William S and Ben both putting in some 
unbelievable effort to stop Richmond House from scoring. Richmond managed to score the 
first try to make the score 1-0 to them. Moorlands then played some amazing rugby, but 
lost the ball and Richmond House scored again. Moorlands then responded immediately 
with some outstanding passing through to Will S who scored a try to get us back in the 
game. The end score was 2-1 to Richmond House. 
This was our final match against Gateways. Moorlands managed to score three quick tries. 
We dominated throughout the entire match not conceding any tries. Despite this, Gate-
ways didn’t give up, pushing and pushing, but unable to get past Moorlands’ strong de-
fence of Ajay, Jason and Seb. 
Moorlands secured a well-deserved 3rd place in the tournament, and a victory for Rich-
mond House once again. 
Thank you to Mr Marshall and Mr Judd for coaching us throughout the entire rugby season, 
and taking us to Knaresborough. 
Louis C 

 

 

 

 



 

Friendship Terrace 



 

 



 

 

December   

Mon 4th  9:00am Year 6 Britpop Assembly 

Tues 5th 7:00pm Christmas Concert with rehearsals all day 

Thurs 7th 9:15am EYFS Nativity Dress Rehearsal  

 11:00am KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal  

Fri 8th 9:15am EYFS Nativity - Special News 

 11:00am KS1 Nativity - Baarmy Bethlehem 

 2:00pm KS2 House Football and Netball @ Moorlands 

Weds 13th EYFS Parties 

Thurs 14th 12:00pm Christmas Feast 

 pm KS1 and KS2 Class Parties 

Fri 15th Rehearsals for Carol Service throughout the day 

 3:00pm Carol Service at St Chad’s 

 4:00pm School Closes 

Dates For Your Diary 
 


