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Dear Friends of Moorlands, 
 
Thank you for all of the generous support given to our De-
mentia fundraising day on Wednesday, we know that this 
is a cause close to the heart of both staff and pupil families 
and were delighted with the grand total raised of £535.70! 
What was also lovely was to see the enjoyment that our 
Moorlanders got from all of the various activities taking 
place,  although some of Year 5&6 did look very soggy by 
the end of an afternoon of car washing!  
 
We have an Open Morning for prospective families coming up on Saturday 7th October, from 
9.30am until midday.  If you know of anyone who is looking for a nursery or Reception place,  
please do let them know and they can register to visit on the school website Open Mornings | 
Moorlands School Leeds (moorlands-school.co.uk) or make contact with Mrs Marshall on ad-
missions@moorlands-school.co.uk  
 
Thank you also to all the families who have taken the time to provide constructive feedback in 
various forms over the past few weeks - whether about uniform, school lunches or through 
the work we have been doing with The Stickman Consultancy.  It has been extremely helpful.  
 
In the first instance, please find responses from Whittaker’s Uniform later in the newsletter to 
questions that were raised, and we have also acted in response to feedback regarding meal 
portion sizes and catering for pupils with dietary needs.  The Stickman Consultancy presented 
their key findings to us yesterday and we are planning that we will look at a small number of 
areas raised over the next few week,  making a start with communication to see what practi-
cal steps we can take to make this more efficient and effective both for families and school 
staff.   
 
We are very pleased to be welcoming two new Governors to Moorlands this term, both of 
whom bring a wealth of experience.  Mr David Humphreys,  who was for many years Head of 
Woodhouse Grove School and more latterly CEO of MIST, and Mrs Rachel Atack, Deputy Bur-
sar and Head of HR at Giggleswick School but also married a former Moorlander! Mr Hum-
phreys was in school this week, to catch up with building works and developments from over 
the summer, and Mrs Atack will be coming in to visit shortly.   
 
Enjoy the weekend and we will look forward to another busy Moorlands’s week,  as Year 3&4 
head out on their first  visit this year to The Chocolate Story at York! 

 
Jacky Atkinson 
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 News From Science 
 

Year 5 and 6 began their topic on Earth and Space with an exciting demonstration, using 
fruit and toilet roll to try and put into perspective the sheer size of our solar system! Each 
piece of fruit represented a planet, whilst 1 sheet of toilet paper equalled 16 million km!   

Year 5 and 6 Workshop 
 
For the next few weeks, Years 5 and 6 will be participating in a workshop each Tuesday run 
by SqUp, in conjunction with the West Yorkshire Police, addressing a range of issues around 
online safety. This week the focus was on Use of mobile phones and the sending of nudes.  
 
Children were encouraged to consider both the positives and negatives around children 
owning or using a mobile phone. We discovered that 50% of Years 5 and 6 already have 
their own mobile phone, using it for games, keeping in touch, watching videos, messaging, 
internet searches and taking photographs. Additional usage included apps such as Snap-
chat, TikTok, WhatsApp and access to YouTube.  
 
The children were taught about the 3 C's: 
 
• Contacts: understanding that some people who make contact may not be who they 

say they are and could be using a fake persona. 
• Content: understanding what is classed as indecent or inappropriate images. Pupils 

learnt about the laws relating to taking, sharing or looking at indecent images and the 
consequences of this.  

• Conduct: understanding what is and is not appropriate behaviour e.g. online bullying 
or not speaking out if bullying occurs within a group chat.  

•  
Discussions supported work within PSHCE lessons around consent and how to report con-
cerns or feelings of being unsafe or uncomfortable including  who is a safe adult to talk to. 



 

 

Friendship Terrace  
 

As part of their Relationship Education lessons, KS2 are learning about the different charac-
ters who live on Friendship Terrace. Each character has an aspect of their personality which 
causes a challenge, both for themselves and others. KS2 are discussing where the 
'friendship blockers' lie and how they could be replaced with 'friendship builders'. This 
learning will be used to support pupils in developing positive relationships with their peers, 
understanding their own behaviours and encouraging empathy for others.  

Bushcraft 
 

Year 2 enjoyed building dens in their Bushcraft lesson this week. They had to work as a 
team to choose a suitable place, tie knots and create a shelter from the rain!   



 

 

Rugby 

On Friday 15th our U11s kicked off the rugby season with a trip to Bradford Grammar 
School.  William and Louis C led by example, showing their skills and experience in wins against 
BGS and Brackenfield.  The Year 5 players made a big impact, with Hugh strong in defence and 
Ralph demonstrating his fancy footwork, as he turned Giggleswick inside out on his way to the try 
line. 
 
The U9 team met with atrocious weather conditions as 
they visited Woodhouse Grove School. The Year 3 pupils, 
making their first competitive appearances for Moor-
lands, showed great determination and promise. Year 4 
pupils Hugo and Fergus used their experience to help the 
new players. Oliver and Leo GC were ruthless in attack, 
linking up to score some excellent tries. Well done to Jar-
ed, Anika and Zayd, who all played in their first contact 
rugby match.  
 
Thank you to the parents and family who travelled to support us.  

Whittakers Uniform Feedback 
 

• Sizing of the black coats – apparently there is a 7-8 and then it jumps to 9-10,  but there is a very 
big difference in size in these coats and nothing in-between,  so the larger size is ‘drowning’ 
some of the children. Sadly, there isn’t a size in between a 7/8 and 9/10. The coats are manufac-
tured by a large multinational company called “Result”. I feel that for some children there isn’t 
always that perfect fit garment, with some items having a good bit of growing room. Due to the 
limited number of coat suppliers available to the schoolwear market and the number of coats 
we sell for your school , it would be tricky for us to find a supplier with more than an average 
number of sizes for a style of coat. I would be happy to look to source a new coat from a differ-
ent supplier if that’s what you feel may be required, but I don’t think it will fix the issue of siz-
ing. 

 
• The size of the waist of the girl’s skirts used to be able to be adjusted with a button,  but the 

newer skirts don’t have this on,  could it be reinstated? I think the internal adjuster preceded 
2018, before my time. I have spoken with our manufacturer today who has confirmed this addi-
tion won’t be a problem for any future orders. It may take a couple of years for all skirts without 
the adjusters to filter through, but any future orders from now on will have adjusters. 

 
• Sizing generally e.g. blazers, summer dresses,  does not seem to be consistent or clearly dis-

played in the clothing and parents are finding it hard to judge the size needed as it varies be-
tween articles of clothing. I can completely understand this issue. Due to the nature of the 
schoolwear industry and us ordering small quantities in comparison to the bigger conglomer-
ates, we must use multiple suppliers. For Moorlands School alone, we are required to deal with 
17 different suppliers, some in the UK, some overseas. It would be a lot easier for us as a com-
pany and our customers if we were able to deal with 1 or 2 suppliers. This would mean each 
garment sizing/labelling etc would be more in line.  Sadly, this isn’t possible. If there is a product 
in particular that we need to look at changes to labelling or sizing other than the coats, please 
let me know as some suppliers are more open to small changes than others. 



 

 Dementia Awareness Day 

Year 5  
 

Year 5 have been studying the text 'Letters from The Lighthouse'. Today they produced 
postcards in the voice of Cliff or Olive. They are the evacuee children who have been evacu-
ated to Devon during the war. The children produced these postcards initially as a draft and 
then, following verbal feedback, they completed their final versions. 



 

 

Buddies  
 
Letters from our Buddies, making lemon volcanoes to follow a child's interest in "making 
things fizz" and using the left-over lemons to make some lemon infused water for snack. It 
certainly has been another very busy but very exciting week in Reception. We also enjoyed 
learning all about charity work and supporting the Dementia Awareness day with our beau-
tifully painted forget-me-not flower decorations.  

News From Music  
 

For the first time ever, Moorlands now has a saxophone ensemble! Mrs Haigh was ex-
tremely impressed with the standard after just the first rehearsal!  



 

 



 

 
Dates For Your Diary 
Term Dates 2023-24 

September  

Mon 25th  8:40am Positions of Responsibility Assembly in the gym 

 4:00pm U11 Swimming Gala vs Bootham @ Moorlands 

 8:30pm MSA AGM Teams Meeting. All parents invited 

Tues 26th 1:45pm U9 Hockey @BGS 

Weds 27th  Year 3 & 4 Visit to York Chocolate Story  

Fri 29th  1:45pm U11 Rugby @ Terrington 

October  

Mon 2nd  Bushcraft Year 2, 4 & 6 

 4:00pm U11 Swimming Gala vs Brackenfield @ Moorlands 

Tues 3rd  1:45pm Rugby @ Ghyl Royd 

 2:00pm Netball vs Bronte @ Moorlands  

Weds 4th  6:30pm Senior School Information Evening for Year 5 & 6 

Fri 6th  1:45pm U11 Hockey @BGS 

 2:00pm U11 Rugby @ RHS 

Sat 7th  9:30am—12:00 midday Open Day for Prospective Parents 


