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     Issue No: 15                                                                                                            Friday 4th February 2022 

NEWSLETTER 

Dear Friends of Moorlands 

Driving into school, it is good to see some glimmer of daylight 
on a morning.  The snowdrops are out, there are catkins on the 
tree in the playground and there is a growing chorus of birds, 
which can be heard from the trees at the front of the Moor-
lands’ building,  so it feels as though spring is definitely on the 
way! 

 
As you will have realised from recent newsletters,  Re-
ception have been thoroughly enjoying their recent 
‘Under the Sea’ topic. Recently some ‘Wanted’ posters 
appeared around main school, which cause much con-
versation in KS1 and KS2 and even provoked claimed 
sightings of a giant octopus on the playground! 
 
Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week and our 
activities will be starting on Monday with a virtual as-
sembly, watched by pupils from around the country, 
and introducing this year’s theme of ‘Growing Togeth-
er’. Please take time to read the attached letter from 
Mrs Wheelhouse, which gives more details of the 
week’s activities.     
 
We always enjoy seeing parents in school and  Celebration Assembly, at 8.35 a.m. on 
Monday 14th February, will be an opportunity for you to hear the School Orchestra and 
Chamber Choir perform, so please pop the date into your diaries. 
 
It is always good to try something different and after half-term we are having an Arts 
Week. The stimulus for this will be a painting held in the collection of the National Gal-
lery in London, which will be revealed by Mrs Spratt to our Moorlanders at the first Cel-
ebration Assembly after half-term. The painting will then be used to inspire learning in 
different subject areas and again, parents are welcome to come along to share the as-
sembly with us.   
 
Enjoy the weekend 
 
Jacky Atkinson 
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This week, Year 2 were learning about the Jewish celebration of Shabbat. Together, they 

made the special challah bread that is shared at the meal. It went down an absolute treat, 

so much so that they wanted to make it for homework too!   

Reception have engaged in a wide variety of activities and exploration this week. We start-

ed the week by looking closely at skin tones, we spoke all about the different tones and it 

encouraged some really lovely conversation around families and communities. We talked 

about the importance of embracing our features and our identity. We then mixed primary 

colours in various ways to create our own tone.  

On Tuesday, we went bird watching, we used Ten-Frames to record our results and we were 

very excited to see the resident robin. We then made bird feeders and took them to the 

woods and hung them high on the branches. We hope the bird enjoy their feast of apples 

and raisins.  
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Year 1 have been learning the alpha-

bet in French. This week they created 

posters showing the first letter of their 

forename and practised saying their 

letter and introducing themselves in 

French.  

News from Science 

Year 6 are finding out about how all living things have been named and classified because of 

the work of scientist, Carl Linnaeus. Did you know, there are 7 levels to the taxonomy  system 

- Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species? Year 6 have been exploring their 

own systems by first classifying sweets! It was hard work not to cause any extinctions by 

eating them! Until the end!   
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Year 6 have taken part in a mathematical investigation. They had to find out if it was possi-

ble to find the total of five numbers in a cross or a star shape on a 100 grid using a formula ra-

ther than adding them together. They found out that the total is 5 multiplied by n  . . . n being 

the middle number (or 5n). They discovered it works even if you extend the  cross and the star. 

 

This afternoon Reception continued with our ‘Under the Sea’ topic we spoke all about our fea-

tures and the things that made us unique. We then tried to imagine what we would look like if 

we were a fish. We used mirrors and talked about our families and friends and all the different 

things that made them unique. Our Year 6 Buddies joined us and were a great help. We always 

enjoy spending time with them on a Friday afternoon.  
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As part of their topic on Light and Shadow, Year 4 have been busy making theatres out of 

cardboard boxes and have written a script, telling the story of their favourite traditional 

tale. They used black card on lollipop sticks for their characters and were able to create 

wonderful shadows using torches, translucent paper and a blacked out science lab!   

Year 3 enjoyed their pirate day on Monday which brought their work on Treasure Is-

land to a close. The children created maps, followed compass directions, decorated 

treasure boxes, wrote diary entries in the style of Jim Hawkins and played a range of pi-

rate themed drama games.   
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Sports News 

Last Thursday our U11 cross country teams travelled to Giggleswick to take part in the 
Catterel Shield. Over 300 runners competed over the challenging course set in the York-
shire Dales. Our Cross Country Captain, Max finished an impressive 10th. Well done to No-
ah, Natty, Jacob, Henry, Erin, Olive and Ariana who all can all be very proud of their perfor-
mance.  

Cross Country Match Report 
 
On Thursday 27th January the U11 Cross Country team travelled up to the Dales to Giggleswick 
School. It was a bright, sunny day and perfect running conditions. There were lots of schools 
taking part and over 300 runners. In the boys team it was: Max (captain), Natty, Jacob, Noah 
and Henry and in the girls team it was: Ariana, Olive and Erin. The boys were the first to run and 
it was a very different course to what we are used to. It was a lap around their very big playing 
field and then into another field and up and down a couple of hills. Max started well and held 
his place in the top 10 throughout, with the rest of the boys all running strongly as a group.  
 
It was a great team effort with the boys all placing middle of the pack against some fantastic 
runners. The girls were next to run and, having seen the boys do well, they were determined to 
all keep running and they finished well. With the boys cheering them on it was Ariana, Olive 
then Erin, and they all finished with big smiles on their faces. We were all very tired at the end 
but the delicious hot chocolate and doughnuts made us all feel a lot better. It was a really fun 
afternoon and thank you to Mr Judd and Mr Amerty for taking us.         
                                                                                                                                                               Max 
 

U9s enjoyed their first football festi-
val of the year at RHS on Tuesday. It 
was very windy and Mr Judd got the 
minibus stuck in the mud….but the 
football was great! 8 wins, 1 draw and 
1 defeat with plenty of goals flying in 
and top skills on display. Fantastic 
support from parents and family on 
the side-lines. I’m sure all of the play-
ers cannot wait for their next fixture. 
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Dates for your diaries . . . 

Monday 7th February Assembly for school only - Mental  Health Week 

pm Bushcraft Years 2, 4 and 6 

Tuesday 8th February 2pm U9s Netball Festival at Gateways 

Thursday 10th February Official Opening of Wellbeing Room  

Friday 11th February 2.15pmFootball Festival  Vs  Fulneck @  Moor-
lands   

2.15pm Netball Festival  Vs Fulneck @ Fulneck   

Monday 14th February 8.35 am Celebration Assembly for parents with 
Orchestra and Chamber Choir 

Bushcraft for Years 2,4 and 6 

Tuesday 15th February 2pm U9 Netball and Football Vs Froebelian 

Wednesday 16th February KS1 Pontefract Castle 

Year 3&4 Murton Park Roman Day 

Thursday 17th February 2-4pm House Swimming  Gala Year 3-6 

Friday 18th February U9 Netball and Football  Vs Froebelian 

School closes for Half Term 


