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Message From The Head   
 

Dear Friends of Moorlands 
 
Moorlands was very beautiful this week in the snow and frost and, as some of the children 
observed, looked just like Narnia!  
 
It is amazing what you can achieve with a few cardboard boxes, some masking tape and a bit of 
creativity and I have very impressed with the London landmarks being recreated by Year 1 and 2. 
There are several Elizabeth Towers - complete with Big Ben at the top - Buckingham Palace, Tower 
Bridge and The Shard . . . to name a few . . . but all instantly recognisable.  
 
Life at Moorlands is always varied and, next week, there are two filming sessions taking place at 
or near the school. If you are a fan of Emmerdale,  they will be using Foxhill Drive on Monday from 
12pm-5pm. Please be aware that, whilst access will still be available, they will need to control the 
traffic and this may mean a few minutes’ potential hold-up. 
 
Through a school contact, we also received an unexpected request of use of a classroom space for 
Russell Hobbs, the appliance manufacturer, to film in. The footage is going to be used on their 
social media channels and a film crew and actors will be in school from late afternoon on 
Thursday. We will look forward to seeing the results!  
 
Tempest will be in school on Thursday morning to take the annual class photographs, starting with 
Reception at 8.30 a.m. Blazers are to be worn and black tights or socks for girls.  Please would you 
ensure that uniform is smart, clean and fits properly, with hair brushed and polished shoes.   
 
Information is coming out to parents regarding Mental Health Awareness Week and there is also 
information in the newsletter which outlines some of the activities taking place. When I popped 
into their classroom this morning, Year 4 were in the midst of a fascinating discussion around the 
importance of sleep and bedtime routines and the impact that these can have both on our 
physical and mental health. 
 
There is also a lot of sport to look forward to next week with: a swimming gala on Monday against 
Highfield; hockey and netball matches on Wednesday; football on Saturday and . . . the very best 
of luck to Freddie and Max who are competing in the Leeds Schools Cross Country Finals taking 
place at Temple Newsam. 
 

With kind regards 
 
Jacqueline Atkinson                                                                     @MoorlandsHead                                                    

      

 



 

 

News from Drama 
 
Key Stage 1 are thoroughly enjoying their drama work connected 
to their topic, ‘Lively London!’. They have learnt a rap, called  
London Rap Song, and have added actions to go with it. Can you 
spot the London Eye? Big Ben? Astronauts and rockets from the 
Science Museum? Egyptian Mummies from the British Museum? 
The Queen and the Prime Minister? 
 
Mrs Matthews  
 
 

KS1 Creating Skylines 
 
KS1 have been busy creating skylines in the style of Claude Monet this week. They studied 
his paintings carefully, looking closely at the way in which Monet paints, before attempting 
to use a similar dab and dash technique in their own paintings. We have been really  
impressed with the results - what amazing artists!  



 

 

House Challenge 
 
Wednesday saw the return of the House Challenge competition.  Pupils were busy trying 
to eat as many baked beans with a cocktail stick as they could within a time limit, code 
cracking, hula hooping, building the tallest tower, card stacking, pinning the tail on the fox 
as well as cream cracker eating.  Lots of fun was had by all.  Well done, to Palin, who came 
first in this House competition.  Well done to Sharman, who came second, and Adams, 
who came third. 

Year 2  
 
Year 2 have been really busy this week. In Maths they have enjoyed creating their own  
tally charts and pictograms to find out everything from favourite ice cream flavours to the 
more bizarre favourite types of slime or sharks! In topic they have been designing and  
creating their very own London landmarks. We look forward to showing you the finished 
projects at the Open Afternoon in a couple of weeks.  
 

 



 

 

Year 6 English 
 
Year 6 have been studying the autobiographies of Roald Dahl, Bill Bryson and Gerald Durrell 
and wrote their own humorous childhood recounts. Read on to find out about two separate 
hairdressing disasters…. 
 

The Hairdressing Catastrophe  
by Anaiya 

 
At the time, I was 10 years old and it happened in the holidays. You are probably wondering 
what this incident was? Well, here’s how it goes… 
 
On a morning that matched my sombre mood, the ominous grey clouds gathered above me, 
threatening to let out their pear-shaped tears upon the slate grey sky. The sound of rippling, 
murky puddles splashing reverberated off the damp floor. Droplets of rain trickled forlornly 
down the window of the car. 
 
Dodging the downpour, I entered the hairdressers with my dad and was immediately  
assaulted by a wall of heat, accompanied by the deafening sounds of hairdryers and  
customers’ chatter; the palm of my hand was sweating because of the scorching  
temperature. It felt like a humid jungle. 
 
“Why don’t you go first, Anaiya? The lady will tell you where to go,” said Dad, as he vanished 
into the heat to read his newspaper. 
 
Apprehensively, I followed the lady who was going to cut my hair. She had blonde hair and a 
face full of makeup - and she spoke to me in syrupy voice in which a lion might use to a 
mouse before he gobbles him up. I felt uncomfortable when she spun me around on the 
chair so I was looking directly into the mirror. She began to snip off bits of my hair. I began to 
feel dizzy and uneasy and my face dissolved into weariness… 
 
Sweat had begun to form on my neck, like I was slowly baking in an oven; my head starting 
spinning again and the world was twirling around me. Are you wondering what event is  
going to happen next? Well, it was the first time it had ever happened but, yes…I collapsed 
and fainted onto the chair! You may think that was all that happened but the chair could roll! 
And you’d never believe what I rolled into… a wrinkly, old lady who was dying her white hairs 
blonde… Her putrid scent nearly made me faint once more! 
 
I woke up with a start and the hairdresser and the old granny towering over me, with faces 
of concern. I heaved myself back up to my feet and ran out of sight to my Dad who –  
surprisingly – didn’t see a thing! The lasting impression of horror etched upon my brain; my 
feeble body was still shaking. But because my Dad still didn’t suspect anything, I lied and said 
I was fine to go ice-skating! I eventually came back home and felt very ill. 
 
Now when I visit the hairdressers, I know only to wear summer clothes!         



 

 

Year 6 Maths 
 
Following an intense few weeks of revision and exams, Year 6 have been investigating 3D 
shapes in Mathematics. Always up for a challenge, the pupils have been busy forming  
polyhedrons from 2D nets. Some of our convoluted creations include: a truncated  
icosahedron, a small stellated dodecahedron and the seventh stellation of the  
icosahedron! 

 
 

The Scissor Haircut  
By Jacob 

 
I ambled into the kitchen, its marble floor glistening in the sunlight as my sister came  
racing through. The wooden table top emitted a pungent odour of polish. My hair was tangled 
and matted: I wore a blood-red top and cerulean jeans. I recall climbing our colossal stair-case 
- listening to the sounds of my family’s chatter - when I had a light bulb moment: I was going 
to create something really special for my mum.  
 
I gathered all the equipment: scissors, glue-stick, pens, pencils, and some paper and  
hurried upstairs. Buzzing with excitement, I started my work. Colouring, cutting… despite a 
little voice in my head saying, ‘my mum doesn’t like me using scissors’ but I still carried on. At 
six years old, I was a bit oblivious to rules- I didn’t give them much care. I don’t know what 
compelled me as I raised the blades that glinted in the sunlight. Just between you and me, I 
have no idea why... 
 
Knife-like blades dived into my hair; it was like the world slowed down. I lowered them… 
SNAP! They shut! Brown hair tumbled from my head, plummeting down and down towards 
the silver carpet. I turned round and looked into the mirror but what I saw gave me a rising 
fear of horror. 
 
A rivulet of tears flowed from my eyes, spraying across the carpet. Mum came rushing up the 
stairs and sprang into my room. But when she saw my hair, she stopped. Her mouth shaped 
into an “0”, her eyes widened and she stared at the scene in front of her. 
 
A few hours later, I found myself sat on the barber’s black leather chair and beside me my 
mum was wearily explaining the whole incident.  
 
I ended up coming out with really short hair. It made me look like a clown who had just  
escaped from the circus. 
 
Lets just say, it was the worst day of my life. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Next week, Moorlands will be acknowledging Children’s Mental Health Week. The nature 
of the world in which we live, is that sadly more and more demands are being put upon 
our children. In a competitive environment, children are required to perform at a high  
academic standard, achieve places in the sports teams, pass entrance exams to secondary 
schools, learn a musical instrument to a high standard, behave as expected, present an  
appropriate image, deal with peer pressure and pressures from social media and do all 
these things confidently and with little anxiety. Stresses may arise at school or at home 
and caring for the emotional wellbeing of children is just as important as their physical 
health.  
 
As Moorlanders, we hope that our children become equipped with the emotional stability 
and resilience to cope with life, live up to their full potential and enjoy a life that is filled 
with positive experiences and the willingness to do what is best for themselves and the 
people around them. 
 
PSHCE this term is focusing upon mental health and next week all classes will be taking 
part in Children’s Mental Health Week 2019. There will be focused assemblies, classroom 
activities and even a song and dance routine to raise a smile and overcome tension.  
 
Please read the letter your child has brought home tonight. On Friday 8th February your 
child may come to school dressed in any clothing which makes them feel relaxed and  
comfortable – dressing up suits, pyjamas or home clothes. They will take part in a Show 
and Tell within their class and we are asking for a minimum £1 donation, the proceeds of 
which will go to Place2Be, the children’s mental health charity. 
 
Mrs Wheelhouse 

 
 



 

 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 

Show and Tell for Children’s Mental Health Week (4-10 February 2019) 
 
During Children’s Mental Health Week, thousands of children across the UK will be taking part in 
Show and Tells by bringing something into school that makes them feel good.  
 
Healthy: Inside and Out  
When we think about healthy living, we tend to focus on looking after our 
bodies – our physical wellbeing – through food, being active and getting 
enough sleep. However, to be healthy overall, it’s important that we look 
after our minds – our mental wellbeing – too. 
  
That’s why this year, we’re encouraging everyone to take steps to be Healthy: Inside and Out.   
 
How your child can take part on Friday 8th February 
Your child could share their favourite healthy treat, talk about their favourite activity (like playing 
football, walking their dog, hula hooping) or share their favourite bedtime story or routine. Your 
child could bring in an object, a drawing or photograph that represents it. Your child can come to 
school in their favourite, feel good, clothes. 
 
Your £1 donation to Place2Be 
We are asking your child to complete the attached Activity sheet to tell us about their Show and Tell 
with a suggested donation of £1 for Place2Be. This needs to be returned to school on Friday 8th Feb-
ruary.  

More about Place2Be 
Place2Be is a children's mental health charity providing school-based support and  
in-depth training programmes to improve the emotional wellbeing of pupils, families,teachers 
and school staff. 
 
Every £7 raised could enable us to support another child’s mental wellbeing. 
Each school day, hundreds of children and parents tell us about the difficult challenges they face, 
from bereavement to bullying, from difficulties at home to friendship issues in the classroom.  
We rely on your support to reach these families. 
 
Thank you so much for supporting Place2Be. It’s only with the generosity and kindness of people 
like you that we can continue providing our vital services to children in schools. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Vanessa Boyle 
Place2Be Community and Events team 

P.S. Thank you on behalf of Ellie and her mum, whose story you can read overleaf… 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Ellie’s Story   

  
Ellie was 10 years old when her dad passed away 
suddenly. She became very withdrawn and did  
everything she could not to stand out at school. 
Ellie’s mum worried that Ellie had not cried or 
shown much emotion at all, but she was afraid to 
talk to her about the loss because she did not want 
to cause her any pain.  
  
Ellie’s Head Teacher thought one-to-one  
counselling with Place2Be could help and Ellie 
agreed to give it a try. She saw her counsellor every 
week, telling them how sad she was about her dad 
and how confusing it was whenever she felt happy.   
  
The counsellor explained that grief is often about 
more than just feeling sad and reassured her that it 
was normal for Ellie to feel happy when she  
remembered life with her dad. They encouraged 
Ellie to tell these happy stories to others and talk 
about him with the people close to her, like her 
mum, her older brother and her friends.   
  
Although the grieving process can be long and  
difficult, Place2Be’s support has helped both Ellie 
and her mum cope with their huge loss.   
  
Ellie was able to get access to the support she 
needed - and this was made possible by people 
like you donating to Place2Be.  
  
Thank you on behalf of Ellie and her mum.  



 

 

Dates For Your Diary 

February  

Mon 4th Year 3 & 4 Trip to the Recycling Centre 

 4.15pm U9-U11 Swimming Gala vs Highfield (A) 

Weds 6th U11 Mixed Hockey  vs Gateways at Adel Astro (A) 

 U9 Netball Festival at Giggleswick 

 Leeds Schools Cross Country Finals 

Thurs 7th am. Class Photos—Tempest 

Fri 8th 2pm—MSA School Uniform Sale 

 3.30pm Celebration Assembly 

Sat 9th 9am-12pm U9 & U10 Football Tournament at GSaL 

Tues 12th Safer Internet Day 

Weds 13th WGS Year 7 Taster Day 

 Reception Trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park 

Thurs 14th Reports Issued 

Fri 15th 2pm-4pm Whole School Open Afternoon 

 4pm—Break Up for Half Term (Late Class Available) 

Half Term - 4pm Fri 15th February— Sun 24th February 2019 

The full school calendar is available on the website www.moorlands-school.co.uk 

Lunch Menu For Week Commencing 4th February 

Days Option 1 Option 2 Side Dish  Desserts 

Monday 
Beef or Pork 

Chilli 
Mixed Bean & 

Quorn Chilli 
Rice, Sweetcorn & 

Garlic Bread 

Chocolate 
Sponge & Pink 

Custard 

Tuesday Pork Sausages 
Quorn 

Sausages 

Creamed Mashed 
Potatoes, Carrot 
Batons & Gravy 

Rice Pudding 
& Jam 

Wednesday 
Mediterranean 

Beef 

Macaroni 
Cheese 

Cauliflower & Mixed 
Vegetables with 

Crusty Bread 

Iced Buns 

Thursday Chicken Pie 
Tomato & 

Broccoli Bake 

New Potatoes, 
Mashed Swede & 

Broccoli 
Flapjack 

Friday 
Chips, Garden Peas & 

Ketchup 

Assorted 
Desserts 

Pepperoni Pizza 

Available every day - fresh salad bar, brown bread, fruit, jacket potatoes and a selection of 
fresh sandwiches. 


