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Message From The Head   
 

Dear Friends of Moorlands 
 
Following the busyness of the Autumn Term and, in particular, all the associated Christmas events and 
performances, the first half of the Spring Term is one when the focus can be very much on classroom learning.   
 
Curriculum Overviews for Years 1-6 were sent home yesterday (also available on the website) with a new 
format, which we hope you find clear and informative. As always, one of the great pleasures over the last 
couple of weeks has been talking to our pupils and visiting classrooms to share the learning that is taking place.   
 
Just today, Years 5+6 started their topic, ‘We are Yorkshire’, by cooking such delicacies as Yorkshire Puddings, 
rhubarb crumble and Wensleydale and cranberry scones – the Science Room smelt delicious and no small 
amount of maths was involved in ‘scaling-up’ recipes!  
 
‘Lively London’ has been the topic of conversation in Years 1+2, with some fascinating presentations about the 
Olympic Park, London Underground and Buckingham Palace, a detailed drawing of the London Eye on the 
interactive Whiteboard and a growing list of questions that the children are determined to find the answers to.   
 
Year 3+4 started thinking about ‘Our Powerful Planet’ by looking at the very topical issue of recycling and 
plastic waste in our seas and oceans.  They were challenged to build a light house, using only recycled 
materials, and what particularly struck me was the high level of teamwork displayed in the mixed groups of 
Year 3+4 pupils, who were challenged with this task.   
 
Appropriately, given the current chilly weather, Reception are going ‘Pole to Pole!’, discussing, painting and 
writing about some of the different animals which might be found at the Poles including Beluga whales, arctic 
foxes, polar bears and penguins! 
 
With the possibility of inclement weather that this time of year brings, information regarding our procedures 
are detailed later in the newsletter. Also, please ensure that pupils are warmly dressed with hats, scarves, 
gloves and plenty of layers for this current cold snap.  
 
As well as the new ‘fixed’ play equipment, other changes and additions have taken place to improve our 
Moorlanders playtime experience. A selection of tyres and den building equipment, which encourage creative 
play, have proved extremely popular and clearly defined times/areas for different year groups to play football, 
netball and basketball are working well.  
 
Next week, on Thursday morning, we are looking forward to welcoming the Revd Dr John Barrett, the Chair of 
MIST (Methodist Independent Schools Trust), who is visiting to look around the site and buildings and speak to 
staff and pupils about life at Moorlands.   
 
With kind regards 
 
Jacqueline Atkinson                                                                     @MoorlandsHead                                                    

      
 



 

 

Year 1 
 
Year 1 have wholeheartedly thrown themselves into this week’s maths challenges, measur-
ing a wide range of objects with cubes both collaboratively and independently. First, Year 1 
discussed the importance of measuring accurately and how to do this, then they practised 
measuring small objects together as a class before finally moving on to measure larger 
classroom objects and compare length and height using the appropriate vocabulary. Year 1 
have excelled themselves once again. Well done!  
 
Mrs O’Leary 

Welcome to Moorlands! 
 

We were delighted to hear of the safe arrival of Atticus Frederick George. Both mother and 
baby are doing well. During Mrs Irwin’s maternity leave, Mrs Haslem will be working on a 
Tuesday and Wednesday,  supported by Mrs McFarlane and we welcome Miss Awoloto,  
who will be working as a teaching assistant in KS2. 
 

Late Class Phone Number 
 

If for any reason you need to contact the late duty member of staff between 5.00 p.m. and 
6.00 p.m., please use the school mobile telephone number, as the front desk is not staffed 
after 5.00p.m. 
 
Late Class Contact: 07810 045706 

Bad Weather Procedure 
 

During the winter months it may be necessary to close, or in exceptional circumstances, 
not to open the school. If either of these is necessary the following procedures will apply:  
  
When pupils are not in school an announcement will be made on the school Twitter feed 
and parents will be sent a text. The school will endeavour to make a decision by 6.30am. If 
there is no announcement then the school will be open as usual. Every effort will be made 
to keep the school open.  
  
If it becomes necessary to close when pupils are in school, parents will be sent a text  
message. If parents are concerned about the safety of road conditions they may come to 
collect their children.  



 

 

House Spelling Bee 
 

18 intrepid Moorlander’s took their places representing their houses 
on Wednesday morning for the annual spelling competition. With a 
level of tension in the air, tactics were discussed and pens were 
poised ready for Miss Hill to read out the first spelling.  
 
Year 3 and 4 went first and with spellings such as ‘calendar’ their 

skills were put to the test.  Commendations must go to Eilidh and Aiyla as they stormed 
ahead to take an early lead for Palin.   
 
Next was Year 1 and 2 with spellings such as 'because’.  The 
notoriously tricky word 'with' caught one or two out and it 
was Adams who raced ahead in this round, with Lorenza and 
Orlah still in after all the spellings had been read out! Mrs 
O'Leary was quickly put to task in coming up with some more 
words to really test them.  They managed  14 words  
correctly!  Well done girls.   
 

The final round was Year 5 and 6 and yet again more words were  
required, this time for Lele and Anaiya in Palin. Separately,  
anthropomorphism, rhinoceros and miscellaneous were all spelt  
correctly but the last word - diarrhoea - was the one that finally got 
them!   
 

After all the correct spellings were added up, the results were 
Sharman 3rd, Palin 2nd and by just one point Adams were 
first!  It was clear from this event that spelling in our school 
has improved greatly over recent years as we have never had 
to add more spellings to the lists before!   
 
Very well done everyone involved. 
 
Mrs Grayson, Miss Hill and Mrs Monteagle. 
 

 



 

 

Break Time 

Year 3 & 4 
 
With climate change becoming more of an issue in our world, Year 3 and 4 have decided to 
help reduce the effect of pollution. In groups, the children have created lighthouses, using 
recycled objects and materials from home.  

 



 

 

January 

Mon 21st Ashville College Entrance Exams 

 4.15pm U8-U11 Swimming Gala vs Richmond House (H) 

Weds  23rd 2pm—U11 Netball vs Ghyll Royd (H) 

Thurs 24th 9am Revd. Dr John Barrett, MIST Chairman visiting Moorlands 

Fri 25th Holocaust Memorial Day - KS2 

 2pm—MSA School Uniform Sale 

 3.30pm Celebration Assembly 

Weds 30th House Challenge 

 2pm—U11 Mixed Hockey vs Gateways at Adel Astro (A) 

Thurs 31st 9.30am –10.30am Moorlands to Host DSL Cluster Group Meeting 

February  

Mon 4th Year 3 & 4 Trip to the Recycling Centre 

 4.15pm U9-U11 Swimming Gala vs Highfield (A) 

Half Term - 4pm Fri 15th February— Sun 24th February 2019 

The full school calendar is available on the website www.moorlands-school.co.uk 

Dates For Your Diary 
 

Lunch Menu For Week Commencing 21st January 

Days Option 1 Option 2 Side Dish  Desserts 

Monday 
Chicken Korma 

Curry 

Potato & 
Mushroom 

Korma Curry 

Pilau Rice, Sweetcorn 
& Naan Bread 

Apple & 
Blackberry Pie 

with Ice 
Cream 

Tuesday Lamb Hotpot 
Vegetable Hot 

Pot 

New Potatoes & 
Green Beans 

Millionaire 
Shortbread 

Wednesday Cottage Pie 
Quorn & Potato 

Pie 

Savoury Cabbage & 
Carrot Batons 

Jam 
Doughnuts 

Thursday 
Roast Chicken 

& Stuffing 

Cheese, Spring 
Onion & Potato 

Pasty 

Yorkshire Pudding, 
Roast Potatoes & 

Broccoli 
Iced Sponge 

Friday Chips & Baked Beans 
Assorted 
Desserts 

Fish Goujons 
Vegetable 
Goujons 

Available every day - fresh salad bar, brown bread, fruit, jacket potatoes and a selection of 
fresh sandwiches. 


