	YEAR 6 SPRING TERM OVERVIEW 2018

	English
	This term we will: Read – The Lady of Shalott by Tennyson (narrative poem), The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett  (classic fiction) and The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan (topic linked adventure story). We will deconstruct the narrative poem and identify features and historical context, produce a character and setting analysis of both the poem and novels with a focus on the language used, authorial intent and time/cultural language and use this a stimulus for own writing. We will celebrate reading with a Classics week – previously read book recommendations, reviews and presentations. We will recap all the punctuation taught last term and particularly focus upon using and maintaining the correct tense, developing expanded noun phrases, using the correct verb forms, relative clauses, pronouns and a range of complex connectives. 
What you can do to help: Encourage lots of challenging reading at home, discuss interesting vocabulary and listen to your child read several times each week.


	Maths
	This term we will: use simple formulae, generate and describe linear number sequences, express missing number problems algebraically, find pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation with two unknowns, enumerate possibilities of combinations of two variables, use BIDMAS. We will solve problems involving converting between units of time., read, write and convert time between analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks, solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks to days. We will calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including squares), use  standard units, square centimetres (cm2) and square metres (m2) and estimate the area of irregular shapes, estimate volume and capacity, use all four operations to solve problems involving measure (for example, length, mass, volume, money) using decimal notation, including scaling, use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting measurements of length, mass, volume and time from a smaller unit of measure to a larger unit, and vice versa, using decimal notation up to three decimal places, recognise that shapes with the same areas can have different perimeters and vice versa, recognise when it is possible to use formulae for area and volume of shapes, calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles, calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids using standard units, including cubic centimetres (cm3) and cubic metres (m3), and extending to other units. We will solve multi-step addition and subtraction problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why (column, mental, rounding), solve problems involving multiplication and division including using knowledge of factors and multiples, squares and cubes (long and short methods, remainders, by 10, 100, 1000 etc), solve problems involving the relative sizes of two quantities where missing values can be found by using integer multiplication and division facts, solve problems involving the calculation of percentages and the use of percentages for comparison, solve problems involving similar shapes where the scale factor is known or can be found and solve problems involving unequal sharing and grouping using knowledge of fractions and multiples. 
What you can do to help: Encourage and facilitate problem solving activities and opportunities to solve word problems.

	Science
	The main topics this term will be Living Things and Their Habitats and Evolution and Inheritance. In the first half of term, we will look at how living things are classified into broad groups, including micro-organisms, plants and animals. We will learn how to use classification keys to identify living things. In the second half of term, we will find out about how living things have changed over time and how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways. 
What you can do to help: Encourage your child to explore the topics at home, through books and the internet.

	Computing
	This term, Year 6 will be learning about and creating their own podcasts. They will work in groups to plan and record their multimedia presentations, which will be based on their Topic of Rivers, using the software Audacity. To personalise their podcasts, Year 6 will download and use jingles. 
What you can do to help: With your supervision, allow your children to use the internet for educational purposes and look at downloading some free educational podcasts. 


	French
	This term we will be studying classroom commands and imperatives, to describe what’s in our school bags, colours and agreements, school subjects and with detailed opinions, school routine and timetables including how to tell the time. The grammar focus will be on adjectival agreements. 
What you can do to help: practice the topics on Linguascope.


	Humanities and PSHCEE
‘A trip down the River Nile’.
	Our geography topic this term is ‘Rivers’. Pupils will learn about waterways and their uses, both man-made and natural, 

the water cycle, the composition of a river – ox bow lake, meander etc. Pupils will study major rivers within the UK and make use of OS maps and grid references along with the  major rivers of the world and their locations using atlases. They will learn about the Nile, analyse a case study of a family living on the banks of the Nile and understand the history of the Nile.

 ‘What you can do to help: Visit a canal, river or other waterway, use maps.


	
	After half term we will focus on history and upon Ancient Egypt. Pupils will be taught research skills which they will then apply to a self-chosen individual study of an aspect of Ancient Egypt. Pupils will use source evidence, research and their own experiences to prove or disprove a self-created hypothesis about one element of Ancient Egypt. They will produce a presentation/model/poster using own choice of media to present to others. 
What you can do to help: Encourage independent research and creativity in choice of presentation.

	
	In RS, PSHCE and Fundamental British Values, Year 5 and 6 will have combined discussions focussing on peer on peer relationships and how to deal with friendships, disagreements and moving on from incidents. Pupils will be encouraged to reflect on their own behaviours and actions, the importance of telling the truth and consequences to lies and will analyse case studies of famous people who achieved their goals through a range of means. Pupils will be investigating the different aspects to Intrepid, and considering how to become the ‘True Moorlander’ or be awarded other leadership roles. Class and 1-2-1 meetings will form the basis for much of this work. Children will also consider situations which cause stress and anxiety and how to deal with such emotions.  
What you can do to help: Discuss relationships sensibly with your child, helping them see events from different perspectives. Encourage your child to move on from incidents and to always tell the truth.

	Art and D&T
	Year 6 will be developing their drawing skills through the art of Ancient Egypt. They will be looking specifically at style, subject matter and methods of depiction, replicating these using traditional styles, (eg sarcophagus and papyrus art) culminating in the rendering of ancient Egyptian artifacts, paying attention to light, shade and perspective. The children will also extend their ideas by designing and making their own artifact with close consideration of culturally significant design and methods of construction.


	P.E and Games
	There will be a focus on gymnastics for the first half of the term.  We will be working thorough the British Gymnastics proficiency and advanced schemes which incorporate floor work, apparatus, vaulting and routines.  After half term, we will be learning Badminton skills, game play and umpiring. We will also be getting our trainers on ready for the Foxhill Run. Games for the Spring term will cover football, netball, swimming and cross country.

	Music
	Year 6 will be learning about the styles and characteristics of Gamelan Music. They will learn various keywords and compose their own ‘Gamelan Sem’.  Year 6 will also be busy preparing songs for the school production.

	Drama
	In drama, the children will study the playscript ‘The Lost Scroll’ which tells the story of some of the most famous Egyptian Gods before preparing for their production.

	Year 6’s focus this term is BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS. 
This includes taking responsibility for your own actions and your responses to others.
What you can do to help: Talk to your child about their day allowing them to lead the conversation. Additionally, check your child’s school bag each night, sign their homework diary and ensure they have all the correct equipment. Encourage them to take responsibility for their homework and wider reading. Discuss current affairs.
Homework: Monday – Spellings (test the following Monday) and English (hand in Thursday), Tuesday – Mathematics (hand in Friday) and French (hand in Monday), Thursday – Topic (hand in Monday), Friday – Science (hand in Wednesday).



