	English
	We will begin this term by looking at the classic narrative text ‘The Turbulent Term of Tyke Tyler’.  We will be reading the text as a class, using inference and deduction skills to find out about the characters, writing descriptive paragraphs showing characterisation, dialogue and emotion.  We will finish by creating our own text in the style of this book.  This will be in the style of a diary.  Much focus will be on comprehension and discussion of the text and the messages it portrays.  We will then move on to learning about persuasive writing through advertising, letter writing, song lyrics and  persuasive speeches. We will create a persuasive speech or letter using descriptive paragraphs using a variety of sentence types, opening and embedded clauses, rhetorical questions, emotive language and will also experiment with punctuation and conjunctions.   We will continue with our weekly spelling lessons and will also have English skills lessons on a Friday where we will study grammar and comprehension skills.  What you can do to help: Encourage lots of wide reading at home. Regularly discuss challenging vocabulary and be open to discuss any questions the novel may throw up.

	Maths
	The term begins with a focus on multiplication.  This will involve using column multiplication, the grid method and pictorial representations.  We will start with 4 digits multiplied by 1 digit to learn the strategy and will then apply this, and the use of a ‘placeholder’, when multiplying 2x2 digits, 3x2 digits and 4x2 digits.  We will then move on to division using both the chunking method and short division method.  The rest of the term will focus very much on fractions, decimals and percentages.  We will be ordering fractions, finding common denominators, adding and subtracting fractions, dealing with mixed numbers and improper fractions and converting fractions to decimals and percentages. What you can do to help: Allow extra time for practice at home using the new skills of multiplying and dividing in everyday situations such as increasing the amount of ingredients when cooking (scaling), sharing amounts that may involve remainders and finding fractions of chocolate bars!

	Science
	Our topic for the whole of this term will be Properties and Changes of Materials. There will be lots of practical investigations in this topic. We will compare the properties of materials, separate mixtures of materials based on their properties and investigate irreversible and reversible changes.
What you can do to help: Encourage your child to explore the topics at home, through books and the internet. You could also visit Magna Science Adventure Centre in Sheffield. The Water Pavilion and Air Pavilion will be particularly relevant for this topic.

	Computing
	In Computing the children will be using a program called Audacity to write and record their own podcasts. The will learn how to use special effects and will link their podcasts to their self-study on Ancient Egypt. 

	French
	We will be studying the topics of where we live, rooms in the house, my bedroom and daily routine. The grammatical focus will be on prepositions, with further consolidation of adjectival agreements. Pupils will also be introduced to time in French as part of the morning routine. What you can do to help: practice the topics on Linguascope.

	Topic

‘A Trip Down The Nile’
	Continuing our creative curriculum approach to the humanities, our topic this term is ‘A Trip Down The Nile’. In Geography we will be learning about rivers and water.  We will be visiting the Yorkshire Water treatment plant to see what happens to waste water when it has been flushed away!  We are also hoping to go on a field trip to Clapham Beck.  During our topic we will be learning about waterways and their uses both man-made and natural, the water cycle, the makeup of a river – ox bow lake, meander etc, major rivers within the UK and the use of OS maps and grid references as well as learning about major rivers of the world and their locations using atlases.  We will the focus on The Nile, read case studies of families living on the banks of the Nile and its history.  Our higher order thinking skills will come from questions such as ‘Why live near a river?’ and
‘What if there were no rivers?’  As part of Outdoor Education, Year 5 will be spending some time in the beck at the bottom of the Hollies learning about habitats, river animals and pollution.

	
	In History after half term, Year 5 will be completing a self-study of an aspect of Ancient Egypt.  We will be learning research skills and understanding how to find reliable information and sources.  Pupils will then use these sources of evidence, research and own experiences to prove or disprove a self-created hypothesis about an aspect of Ancient Egypt.  They will have to manage their time, plan and produce a presentation/model/poster using their own choice of media to present to the rest of Year 5 and 6.  Year 5 will gain much understanding of Ancient Egypt through the KS2 production, their drama lessons and some of the work they will be doing in their Art lessons.

	Art and D&T
	Years five and six will be developing their drawing skills through the art of Ancient Egypt. They will be looking specifically at style, subject matter and methods of depiction, replicating these using traditional styles, (eg sarcophagus and papyrus art) culminating in the rendering of ancient Egyptian artefacts, paying attention to light, shade and perspective. The children will also extend their ideas by designing and making their own artefact with close consideration of culturally significant design and methods of construction.

	P.E and Games
	There will be a focus on gymnastics for the first half of the term.  We will be working thorough the British Gymnastics proficiency and advanced schemes which incorporate floor work, apparatus, vaulting and routines.  After half term we will be getting our trainers on ready for the Foxhill Run.  Games for the Spring term will cover football, netball, swimming, hockey and cross country.

	PSHEE
	We will be spending many of our PSHEE lessons with Year 6, initially discussing stress, friendships, disagreements, how to reflect on our own behaviours and actions and we will look at famous people showing examples of how they have achieved their end goals through different means and mindsets.  We will discuss how to become the ‘True Moorlander’ and other leadership roles.  We will continue with our class and 1-2-1 meetings.

We will then move on to discussing citizenship and equality.  Within this we will learn about migration, cultural backgrounds, individuality and disability.  We will then begin learning about money and  what is meant by value for money, how to manage money, simple financial records and budgets, managing risks and emotions associated with money, borrowing and saving, understanding the important role money plays in our lives and learning the links between work and money.

	MUSIC

and DRAMA
	This term Year 5 will be continuing their topic on Chords at the Keyboard and later in the term with be learning about Rondo Form Compositions.  They will study in depth Viennese Musical Clock by Kodaly and the children will compose a short piece in rondo form. Year 5 will also be busy preparing songs for the School Production. In drama the children will study the playscript ‘The Lost Scroll’ which tells the story of some of the most famous Egyptian Gods.

	Year 5’s focus this term is presentation of work
What you can do to help: ensure all homework is completed to a high standard,, crossing out is kept to a minimum, pupil’s take pride in their work and don’t allow themselves to produce work that isn’t their best!
Any questions, please don’t hesitate to catch me in school or email laura.grayson@moorlands-school.co.uk 


