	English


	This term Year 3 will be reading the book Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl. They will explore the characterisation of the 3 farmers, working on upleveling their vocabulary to describe them and the setting. They will build up to writing their own dilemma story in the style of Fantastic Mr Fox, focusing in particular, on using speech marks accurately. Year 3 will also be writing an explanation text, linked to their Romans topic and the 79AD explosion of Mount Vesuvius. In the second half of the term, Year 3 will be studying Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson. They will use lots of drama activities to recreate scenes and empathise with some of the characters. Following this, they will explore examples of Traditional poems and have a go at creating their own. What you can do to help: When reading with your child, ask them to identify where speech marks have been used.  Encourage them to read other forms of non-fiction work, for example leaflets and science books, so they become familiar with this style of writing.

	Maths
	Year 3 will continue their focus on multiplication and division, moving onto using written methods for these operations, using a number of concrete objects to embed learning. Continuous problem solving will ensure a deep understanding of each of the methods. Year 3 will then move onto addition and subtraction calculations in the context of money, including converting from pounds to pence and giving change. After this, the children work with graphs as an introduction to statistics. Following half term, Year 3 will continue their measurement learning, in the context of length and perimeter. Finally the children will complete an introduction to fractions. This will comprise of learning the terminology associated with fractions, and using concrete objects to help children understand that a fraction is part of a whole number.  What you can do to help: Help your child when paying for something. Ask them to recognise the different values of pounds and pence and challenge them to work out how much change might be given.  

	Science
	This term the children are learning about Rocks and secondly, Light. This will include comparing different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties, describing how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock and recognising that soils are made from rocks and organic matter. This learning will be consolidated with a trip to Harlow Carr to complete a Rocks and Soils Workshop. During the Light topic, children will learn that they need light in order to see things and that dark is the absence of light. They will also undertake a scientific investigation to find patterns in the way that the size of shadows changes. What you can do to help: Explore rock formations found in the local areas such as Brimham Rocks and Otley Chevin Forest Park. 

	Computing
	To extend their word processing skills, the children will be using Publisher to create information leaflets about Mount Vesuvius. They will then move onto using Excel to create simple Bar charts. E-Safety will continue to be a feature of all lessons. What you can do to help: Allow your children to explore using Publisher at home. 

	French
	This term we will be studying the following topics: Where we live, House rooms, Furniture, Time and Daily Routine and Days of the Week. What you can do to help: Practice the topics on Linguascope. 

	Topic
	Year 3 are continuing to learn about The Romans, focusing on the reasons why Julius Caesars’ first attempt at invasion failed. They will then explore the significance of Hadrian’s Wall. Together with this children will be looking at the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79AD, and the physical features of volcanoes. Following this, they will complete a 2 week group project on a particular aspect of interest to them, with the aim of presenting their work to the rest of the class and Year 4. In the second half of the term we will be looking at the Anglo Saxons.  We will question the reasons why they invaded, how they lived, their daily life and jobs and how we know they were here.  In Religious Studies, the children will follow the life of Jesus, from his Baptism to death, including some key stories. What you can do to help: Help your child to research any necessary information they might need for their group project, alongside their work at school. 

	Art and D&T
	Year 3 will be developing their artistic ideas from the topics of volcanoes, Romans and Anglo-Saxons this term. Through the media of collage they will be refining their skills of selecting, arranging and juxtaposing materials of differing properties and textures to striking effect, and will gain experience in adapting and refining their ideas and approach as they progress. Designing will also be a key skill this term, drawing upon the designs of the Anglo-Saxons, especially with regard to archaeological artefacts. In DT, Year 3 will master practical skills through designing and creating a model of Hadrian’s wall. They will learn to measure accurately and choose suitable techniques to construct products, ensuring they strengthen materials using suitable techniques. Next half term, they will create a pop-up book based on Treasure Island. 

	P.E and Games
	There will be a focus on gymnastics for the first half of the term.  We will be working thorough the British Gymnastics proficiency schemes which incorporate floor work, balances, apparatus, pair work and mini routines.  After half term we will move onto dance choreography for the production.  We will also be getting our trainers on ready for the Foxhill Run.  Games for the Spring term will cover football, netball, swimming and cross country.

	Music
	This term Year 3 will be exploring rhythmic patterns and ostinatos. They will continue to learn about different composers and will also expand their musical vocabulary and learn about major and minor keys.  Year 3 will also be preparing songs for the School Production.

	Drama
	In drama Year 3 will be exploring characterisation and key traits of the main characters in Fantastic Mr Fox. They will recreate different scenes within the book and present in a variety of ways, including freeze frames, improvisation and rehearsed narration.

	PSHCEE
	This term the children will focus on their team work skills, including which different roles there are to play in a team work situation, and working out which roles suit them and why. They will have the opportunity to apply these team work skills to a range of problem solving tasks. 

	Year 3’s target this term is to ensure they have the correct GAMES, PE and SWIMMING kit for each lesson.
What you can do to help:  Encourage your child to be independent by ensuring on a Sunday night that they check they have all necessary kit for that week and that it is all named clearly. Please feel free to email with any concerns or questions, or come into school. Miss Hill is usually available at 4pm after school.

Stephanie.hill@moorlands-school.co.uk


