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MOORLANDS SCHOOL

Special Educational Needs and Learning Difficulties (SENDA) Policy
This Policy applies to all pupils including those in the EYFS
The School’s SENCO is Mrs L Haslem who is supported in the Learning Support Unit by Mrs L Davies.  The EYFS SENCO is Ms J Meachin.

The School complies with the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 2001.

Admissions and Special Needs

Moorlands School welcomes all children who can make the most of the opportunities that we offer and can flourish in the caring environment of the school.  Treating every child as an individual is important to us, and we welcome pupils with special educational needs, providing that our Learning Support Department can provide them with the support that they require.  We do not however, have the facilities to offer highly specialised and intensive treatment.  

We advise parents of children with special educational needs to discuss their child’s requirements with the school before he or she is assessed so that we can make adequate provision for him/her.  Parents should provide a copy of an Educational Psychologist’s report or a medical report to support their request, for example for extra time or other special arrangements.

On Entry

Each pupil with a special educational need requires special consideration and treatment.  If appropriate, adjustments will need to be put in place. We will discuss thoroughly with parents and their medical advisers the adjustments that can reasonably be made for their child once they have accepted the offer of a place and before he/she becomes a pupil at the school.  

Our Learning Support Department is staffed by fully qualified specialists.

Identification and assessment
A child’s needs may become apparent through:


Admissions interview;
Teaching within the classroom;
Testing procedures (annual NFER verbal and non-verbal reasoning, English and maths, spelling and reading tests);
Expression of parental concerns;
Reports and documentation from former school(s).
Provision

School Action

The child’s teacher should discuss the child’s progress with the child, the child’s parents, the Head of Learning Support (SENCO) and the Director of Studies.  An Individual Education Plan (IEP) will be written by the SENCO in consultation with the child, the child’s parents and the Director of Studies.  A copy will be given to the child’s parents, the SENCO the head the Director of Studies and all staff concerned with teaching the child.  The child should be given a copy of the targets in an appropriate format.  The progress of the child will be monitored and reviewed twice per year.  IEPs should be reviewed at the end of the Easter term by the child, the child’s parents, the SENCO, the Director of Studies and all the teachers concerned. 

School Action Plus

If, following an IEP review, it is felt necessary to refer a child to an external specialist, the parents’ permission will be sought.  When the pupil has been assessed by the specialist careful note will be taken of any advice or information provided by the report when devising subsequent IEPs.
Statements
If the child’s needs cannot be met using the School’s own resources or external specialists, a statement may be applied for.  Normally the application will be made by the parents.  The SENCO will gather relevant information and complete the forms sent to the School by the LEA.  The school will hold an annual review meeting for all children who have a statement of educational needs.  All those who have regular contact with the pupil will be invited to submit a report and to attend the review meeting.  Following the meeting the Headmaster will prepare a summary report which will be sent to the local authority.
Learning Support Tuition

In addition to providing classroom based strategies, the Learning Support Unit offers individual specialist teaching in sessions of 30 minutes duration up to a maximum of three sessions per week.  Specialist learning support assessments and lessons are charged as extras.
All specialist teaching is multi-sensory, broadly following the principles laid down by the Dyslexia Institute.  Tuition is provided in a range of areas including literacy, numeracy, memory, attention/concentration and motor skills (including handwriting, correct letter formation etc.).
Withdrawal of pupils from lessons to provide this specialist teaching takes place after consultation with the subject teacher, the form teacher, the parents and the pupil.  Every effort is made to ensure that the pupil experiences minimal disruption to his or her timetable.  Where possible pupils are not withdrawn from lessons in subjects which they most enjoy or at which they are most proficient, so that they have the opportunity to experience success.  They are not withdrawn from key subjects (maths, English, science).

Linking individual lessons and classroom lessons

There is close liaison between the Learning Support Unit and subject teachers so that the skills learned in individual sessions can be transferred to the classroom.  Class work can form the basis of subject matter for individual lessons.

Integration
Children with special needs are fully integrated within the school.  All staff are aware of which children receive support and why; these children are discussed in staff meetings and a list of children with a summary of their specific needs is posted in the staffroom. 

Personal Development

Attention is paid to the child’s overall development and progress so that they become a well-balanced individual.  It is the School’s aim that every child should be able to develop a strong sense of self-esteem through developing his or her talents to the full and having this acknowledged by all.  Discussing target setting and planning with the pupil is seen as an important component of the process.

Evaluation

Monitoring

Each child’s progress is monitored through the use of continuous assessment during class teaching and individual lessons and also half-termly assessments given to parents.
Testing Procedures

The appropriate NFER tests are used throughout the school as follows:

Reception: verbal reasoning; non-verbal reasoning in January: maths and English in June
Year one: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning in January; reading, spelling in March maths and English in June
Year two: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning,reading and spelling in September; reading, spelling in March; maths and English in June
Year three: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning,  WRAT4 screening test in October; reading and spelling in October; reading, spelling in March; maths and English in June
Year four: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning in September; reading and spelling in October; reading, spelling in March; maths and English in June
Year five: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning in September; reading and spelling in October; reading, spelling in March; maths and English in June.  

Year six: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning in September; reading and spelling in October; reading, spelling in March; maths and English in June.
 Also, School subject exams in June.
Year seven: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning in September; reading and spelling in October; reading and spelling in March; maths and English in June. Also school subject exams in January and June.
Year eight: verbal reasoning, non-verbal reasoning in September; reading and spelling in October; reading and spelling in March; maths and English in June. Also school subject exams in January and June.
Review Procedures
IEPs are reviewed and adjusted by the SENCO twice a year, in consultation with the child, the child’s parents, the Director of Studies and all the teachers concerned.  Parents have the opportunity to meet staff during the Autumn term and Spring term parents’ meetings.  They are also encouraged to meet with the SENCO when they have a matter to discuss concerning the child’s progress or learning support.  If a child is removed from the SEN register the SENCO continues to monitor his or her progress through discussions with staff.   At the weekly staff meetings the progress of any child may be discussed.  At the beginning of the school year the SENCO provides all staff with a summary of the needs of pupils, and repeats this at any time in the year for those children whose needs have changed.
Partnership with Parents and External Bodies

Partnership with Parents
Parents are involved at all stages of identification, assessment, provision and review, as described in the relevant sections above.  The School maintains an open door policy and parents may at any time telephone or arrange a meeting with any member of staff.
External Agencies

The School has links with an Educational Psychologist and other specialists to whom the parents can take their children for assessment. 

Future Schools

The Headmaster is willing to advise any parent about future schools.  Parents of a child with special needs consult the SENCO and Director of Studies about the amount of continuing support their child will need, and appropriate reports for Secondary Schools are provided.

Physical Accessibility

We recognise that some children with special educational needs may also have physical disabilities. Parents and prospective parents of disabled children can obtain copies of the school’s Accessibility Plan and Disability Policy.  This shows the ways in which we plan to make our buildings progressively more accessible to disabled pupils, parents and visitors. 
English as an Additional Language 
In order to cope with the high academic and social demands of Moorlands School, pupils should be fluent English speakers.  We may recommend that some children, where English is not always spoken at home, receive tuition in English as an additional language.
Staff Training

All staff (including teaching and support staff) are given training on working with disabled pupils.  Our teaching staff receive training on the learning needs of pupils with special educational needs and disabilities and are given copies of the IEPs for children that they teach.

Complaints

The School has a standard complaints procedure which parents of children with special needs can follow if they are not satisfied with their child’s provision after discussion with the SENCO.
Future Developments

1. Curriculum 
1.1 Monitor each child’s progress through continuous assessment.(from Sept 2006).
1.2 Implement the appropriate NFER Tests and monitor their effectiveness throughout the school. – Started September 2006.
1.3 Deliver appropriate testing when children are referred with a particular difficulty.

1.4 The introduction of WRIT test – a general ability test to compare it with attainment on WRAT 4 test.

1.5 Implement WRAT 4 testing for all year 3 pupils. – Started September 2006. 
1.6 Continue review procedures twice a year formulating new IEP’s in liaison with parents – from September 2006
1.7 Introducing screening using the D.E.S.T for all year 1 pupils. – Starting September 2007. 

1.8 To implement support and provision for Year 1 children if it is deemed necessary – both in class and 1:1.

2.  Resources 

2.1 Purchase new multi – sensory resources for dyslexia students. – January      2007. 

2.2 To continue to update software

2.3 Purchase a new computer to incorporate the new software. – January   2007. 

2.4 Introduce the use of a laptop computer for children within the classroom environment. 

2.5 To purchase “Number Shark” to support children with numeracy difficulties – September 2009

3. Staffing/ Staff Development

3.1 Ensure the staff involved in Learning Support are made aware of any relevant courses for professional development. V Davies attended course (October 09)  on literacy in primary schools for children with global delay.
3.2 An increase in the staff involved in the teaching and monitoring of Learning Support throughout the school. – Starting September 2007.

The able child
Identification

It is important that identification of high ability takes place as early as possible in order to avoid academic frustration and boredom.  In the early years (ages three to four) such identification is carried out by both teachers and parents.  In reception and year one there is an NFER spatial awareness test.  The purpose of this is to identify an able child whose talent is not obvious for emotional or academic reasons.  To complement this, tests to establish reading and spelling ages are obtained twice a year.  Nursery and pre-prep staff meetings should always consider this issue and able children should be reported to the Director of Studies.  

In later years verbal and non-verbal reasoning tests are a good guide to potential and the other age-appropriate NFER tests identify children of high ability.  The Director of Studies is made aware of these children though the normal results reporting procedures.
In cases where doubts about ability occur or where an identified able child is underachieving the advice of the Learning Support Unit is sought.  Where appropriate, outside agencies (eg educational psychologist) may be employed for further analysis after consultation between the child’s parents, the SENCO, the Director of Studies and the Head.

Provision and Differentiation

Providing for the needs of an able child is limited by the School’s financial resources, bearing in mind their proper and fair distribution among all levels of ability. On the other hand, the small sizes of classes and sets enable staff to extend children of high ability to a greater extent than in many other schools.  Within each class and/or subject area there is suitable extension material for the able child.  
This is of two basic types:
Resources to broaden further the child’s knowledge of a subject at class level, when their rapid assimilation of the normal class material is complete;
Resources to extend the comprehension of a subject to a higher level of attainment because the child fully understands and has completed the normal class material.

Challenges should be set according to the child’s ability, so that their full potential is realised.  If underestimated, a gifted child will often reduce performance to match expectations.  High expectations from the teacher are the key to successful development.
The onus for planning and providing extension work rests with individual subject/class teachers in consultation with their colleagues and the Director of Studies.

Outside Specialists used by Learning Support 

Anne Marie Dennis – Occupational Therapist (BHSC DipOT SROT)

Liat Bresloff – Senior Children’s Sport Therapist (Bed M.A) 

Jill Wham and Associates – Paediatric Occupational Therapy Services 

(Assessment and treatment for children with Dyspraxia and neurological conditions)  

Professor John A Collings (BSc, MSc, PHD, C. Physcol, AFB PsS)
Moorlands School September 2006.  Revised November 2009
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