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Lo and be-mole-ed.. a mole has en-

tered our midst!  

Moorlands has been struck by the 

bothersome beast, which entered the 

school grounds one sunny day in Au-

gust. 

The visually-impaired animal, which 

has been driving gardeners loopy from 

the dawn of time, has been living on 

the bank of the school green - and 

causing a bit of a mess.  

It was only discovered when a shocked 

Mr Davies Jnr found mole hills one 

morning. And he was startled to find 

even more the next day.  

Mr Davies Jnr said: ñItôs a shame but 

the beast will be killed humanely.ò 

However, only last week Miss Palmer 

spotted the mole with her own eyes. 

ñYear 5 were having a play on the 

Green, when a mound of earth began 

to move right next to where I was sit-

ting,ò she exclaimed.  

ñA little nose popped out for a nano-

second and then it was gone...ò  

Have you seen the mystery mole?! 
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Holy-moley! 
Moorlands is under siege from a sudden 

attack of ladybirds ï including the most 

invasive species on Earth! 

Pupils at break time have recently spotted 

hundreds of different coloured ladybirds 

swarming around the playground, especially 

around the railings. And among them is the 

infamous Harlequin ladybird, known to be a 

major threat to our own common species. 

We sent out our intrepid reporters to analyse 

exactly which breeds are among them. 

The yellow ladybird in the picture is called 

the Orange species, which lives in hedge-

rows and grows to around 5mm. Below it is 

the common 7-spot species, which lives in a 

variety of habitats and grows to  7mm.  

But the most interesting of the species is the 

Harlequin (pictured on the far left). This 

alien species, which landed in the UK in 

2004 from North America, spreads rapidly 

and can grow up to 8mm. If it feels hungry, 

it has been known to bite humans! 

One of our experts on bug life, Year 5ôs 

Daniel Coukham said: ñThe railings are 

covered in ladybirds and their larvae. They 

are born with the same spots that they have 

in their whole life.ò 

However, the ladybird invasion isnôt as bad 

as an incident in Norfolk this summer, when 

thousands of the insects descended on the 

holiday resort! 

Next time youôre out at playtime, see how 

many ladybirds you can spot. 

By James Kennedy and Neil Dattani  

Itõs a bugõs life at Moorlands 

Kings of the concrete: The ladybirds have landed  

By Bertie Worthington  

and Justin Wong  

Mole fact file 
 

Habitat: Lives mostly underground in 

gardens, woodland and pastures. Absent 

from mountains and high moors. 

Length: 15cm Weight: 120 grams 

Lifespan: 3 years 

Food: Earthworms, larvae, bugs.. small 

children in purple blazers 

Mole mound: Making a home  

Anim
al  

special! 

Creepy crawly: Year 5õs Zak 



Sprocket the rocketing rabbit has 

amazed pupils by travelling two 

miles in four weeks - after being 

stolen from his home in Farsley.  

A shocked Georgia Marker came 

home from a family day out in 

York to find an empty cage!  

She swears she left it closed be-

fore she left and, to add to her 

suspicions, the garden gate was 

also found ajar. 

The Police were contacted imme-

diately but the Markers were told 

that nothing could be done except 

put up óLostô posters around the 

village - and wait. 

After a month of hunting, the Pol-

ish Dwarf was still missing. Fear-

ing Sprocket was gone forever, 

the Marker family replaced him 

with a black and white rabbit 

called Dillon.  

Then.. A phone call came. 

Sprocket was found! But unfortu-

nately not in the condition that he 

was stolen.  

Year 5ôs Georgia was shocked to 

find her beloved Sprocket myste-

riously shaved to the skin. Talk 

about a close shave! 

Georgia has now acquired a new 

cage for Dillon from classmate 

Helena Trubody - in an attempt to 

stop either rabbit from escaping! 

ñAfter I got in the car, and saw 

Sprocket in his box, I was really 

happy!ò said a grateful Georgia. 

ñI didnôt think it would be him 

because it had been over four 

weeks! But it would have been 

nice to have had all his hair.ò 

She added: ñI will be extra care-

ful to make sure he never disap-

pears again.ò 

The habits of rabbits are not to 

run off at the drop of a hat (!) - 

but this funny bunny has turned 

into a tiny Houdini! 

If you canõt stand the heat... 

By Dominic Bailey  

 Rocketing rabbit 
Following our animal theme, the Richardson family 
brought their familyôs flat-coated retriever puppies 
in on September 29 to show Year 1 and 2. 
Quiff and Eclipse are only a few months old and 
were about as excited as the pupils they were visit-
ing. Squeals of delight and fear were to be heard 
from the next floor up as the shiny-coated dogs 
bounded in to the noisy classroom.  
Isabel Richardson, proud owner of the puppies, 
was delighted to tell her class-mates about her new 
dogs: ñTheyôve jumped into the pond, mauled their 
teddies and eaten our pork chops!ò  
Not only are they mischievous, they are mean, lean 
predators, as they have tried to eat the Richard-
sonôs rabbits! 
ñWhy are their tails always wagging?ò asked Finley 
Hunter. ñEw, I can see its bottom!ò 
The session was ended with a comment from Miss 
Ibbotson: ñTheyôre just like you; they canôt sit still!ò 

On Thursday September 24 two news-

paper reporters were invited to spend 

a day in the life of a kitchen lady.  

You can imagine how tough it is to 

cook for the whole school on a daily 

basis. Well, we can tell you from per-

sonal experience: it is hard. The 

kitchen staff have a tight schedule: 

Breakfast at 7:30am, and then lunch 

and tea from 8:30 to 1:45.  

You may think it is simple - get in, 

cook and go home. Wrong! 

The cooks have to check the fridge 

temperature and mark how hot the 

food is. If it is out of temperature by a 

bit, all the food would be ruined.  

When you serve the toast you have to 

be quick because people start to get 

impatient and start to tap their money 

on the side, and that is very annoying! 

They go through about four loaves in 

one break ï thatôs about 200 pieces of 

toast per day. 

James Brewster said: ñMaking the 

jelly was very interesting. It is hot 

water and powder and if you get it on 

your clothes it will stain them (we 

wonder what it will do to your insides 

then!).ò  

Bertie Worthington said: ñThe wash-

ing-up is hard. You have to be quick 

with putting the dishes in the rack and 

sliding them in.ò  

When you throw your meals away, 

think twice and remember how much 

work goes into it! 

By Bertie Worthington and James Brewster  

Lettuce entertain you  

By Dominic Bailey  

 Barking mad! 

Puppy love: Year 1õs canine fun 

Causing a stir: Mini Jamie Olivers  


